
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5439 July 12, 2017 
original Philhower homestead to be to-
gether. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to be a de-
scendant of the Philhower family. This 
is but one example of the strong immi-
grant tradition in this country that 
continues to be one of our greatest 
strengths as a nation, as much a 
strength today as in the middle of the 
18th century. 

I am honored to share this milestone 
with colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives and with the 
American people. 
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TWO-STATE SOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
every time I visit Israel, I have such 
mixed feelings. It is a land of positive 
opportunities surrounded by intrac-
table controversies. 

The big question looming is how to 
achieve a two-state solution for the 
Israelis and the Palestinians with ap-
propriate integrity so that they are ac-
tually separate countries. This has 
raised additional questions because of 
the ambiguity from the Trump admin-
istration about whether or not what, 
for years, has been American policy 
supporting a two-state solution is any 
longer a priority of theirs. 

For several years, I have been deeply 
concerned about the looming environ-
mental crisis in Gaza. This is a small 
strip of land about twice the size of 
Washington, D.C., but it is home to 1.9 
million people, most of whom are lead-
ing a wretched existence, even more so 
since Hamas, the political faction, has 
seized control. That is Israel’s implac-
able enemy which now controls Gaza. 

They have little regard for their own 
people, using them as pawns, spending 
scarce resources, digging tunnels to try 
to kidnap Israeli children and soldiers, 
and launching rockets to terrorize 
Israeli communities in the surrounding 
areas. 
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Gaza has reached a crisis point in 
dealing with water and sanitation. The 
groundwater is so polluted that vir-
tually all the water is unfit to drink— 
polluted by sewage, waste runoff, and 
seawater encroachment. They are 
pumping four times as much water out 
of the aquifer than can be replaced nat-
urally, and seawater from the Medi-
terranean is encroaching. 

We are told that, by the end of the 
year, there will probably be no sources 
of drinking water that are fit to drink. 
By 2020, the entire water system will be 
permanently damaged. Because of 
problems with drinking water that is 
not fit and raw sewage that is not 
treated, there is a real likelihood that 
we could have an outbreak of some-
thing like cholera, threatening not just 
the people in Gaza, but the Israelis as 
well. 

Several times recently, sewage from 
Gaza has washed up on Israeli beaches 
and forced the shutdown of water 
treatment plants from desalinization. 
The Israeli military thinks this is a se-
curity threat. 

In the course of this visit, I had an 
opportunity to put the question di-
rectly to Prime Minister Netanyahu; 
Jibril Rajoub, the number three person 
in the Palestinian Authority; and 
United States Ambassador Friedman 
about this pending crisis and the need 
for urgent action. Sadly, each of those 
conversations revealed I won’t say in-
difference, but certainly a lack of ur-
gency and no willingness for anybody 
to take the lead and break the impasse. 

This is not a problem that is beyond 
our ability to solve. There are opportu-
nities to increase electricity for pump-
ing water and treating sewage. There is 
the capacity to build some smaller res-
ervoirs to be able to mix saltwater 
with freshwater and extend the sup-
plies. 

For Israel, water is a mystery they 
have solved. They are the most water- 
rich country on the face of the planet, 
with very sophisticated technology. 
They could provide additional re-
sources. Around the edges, the United 
States does some work with USAID, 
but it is not a priority for the United 
States at this point. 

Mr. Speaker, I return perplexed. We 
will continue to push with the Israelis, 
the United States Government, the 
Palestinians, and with NGOs whenever 
we have the opportunity. But it seems 
to me, Mr. Speaker, if we cannot bring 
people together to solve a pending cri-
sis with tools that are available to us 
now, at a relatively modest cost, what 
hope do we have of being able to work 
cooperatively to implement the two- 
state solution and be able to bring 
peace and security to Israel and the 
Palestinians? 

I would hope my colleagues would 
lend their voices to this question. 

f 

SERBIAN GOVERNMENT MUST 
STEP UP AND DO THE RIGHT 
THING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss my resolution, H. Con. 
Res 30. 

In July of 1999, three brothers—Ylli, 
25 years old; Agron, 23 years old; and 
Mehmet Bytyqi, 21 years old—who were 
born in the United States and resided 
in Hampton Bays, New York, went 
overseas towards the end of the Kosovo 
war to fight mass war crimes aimed to 
eradicate the civilian Albanian popu-
lation from Kosovo. 

These three men left the comfort and 
safety of their homes in the U.S. to em-
bark on a civilian humanitarian mis-
sion. They were trying to stop abroad 
those horrific crimes against human-
ity. During that civilian humanitarian 
mission, they were arrested after acci-

dentally crossing into Serbian-con-
trolled territory. 

Two weeks later, they were given a 
judicial order of release. Instead, the 
brutal execution of these men followed 
shortly after, and it was not until 2001, 
2 years later, that their remains were 
found in a mass grave. 

While Serbian authorities have inves-
tigated the deaths of the brothers, 
there have been no charges brought 
against those responsible for those 
murders. Moreover, the main suspect 
remains a prominent member of the 
governing political party. 

Today we remember Ylli, Agron, and 
Mehmet, who were senselessly and bru-
tally murdered 18 years ago. 

Since taking office over 2 years ago, 
I have been committed to helping the 
Bytyqi family receive the justice they 
have long deserved. I have been in con-
tact with the family as we work to re-
solve this. 

In the last Congress, I introduced H. 
Con. Res. 51, calling for justice to be 
served in these horrible murders, and 
imploring the Serbian Government to 
make it a priority that this must be 
properly investigated and that those 
suspects be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law. I am proud to have 
reintroduced this legislation in the 
115th Congress as H. Con. Res. 20. 

It is absolutely reprehensible that, 
despite many promises by Serbian offi-
cials to resolve this case, no individual 
has ever been found guilty of this hor-
rible crime, nor of any crimes associ-
ated with the deaths of these innocent 
Americans. 

It is the responsibility of the Serbian 
Government to resolve this case, and 
my resolution notes that progress into 
this investigation should remain a sig-
nificant factor which determines the 
further development of U.S.-Serbian 
relations. Their inaction on finding and 
prosecuting those responsible is an in-
sult not only to the memory of Ylli, 
Agron, Mehmet, and the Bytyqi family, 
but to every American. 

The Bytyqi brothers gave their lives 
to fight injustice. It is now upon us to 
return this favor and deliver justice for 
their family. Those responsible for 
these unspeakable acts against our 
citizens must face the law. It is vital 
that the Serbian Government steps up 
and does what is right. Eighteen years 
later, it is time we put an end to this 
sad story. 

f 

CELEBRATING 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NEW LIGHT BEULAH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor New Light Beulah Bap-
tist Church of Hopkins, South Caro-
lina, on the occasion of its 150th anni-
versary. Many members of the con-
gregation have traveled here to Wash-
ington, D.C., from South Carolina to 
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